
 
 

 
 
Technical notes: 
84% Cabernet Sauvignon 
9% Cabernet Franc 
6% Petit Verdot 
1% Merlot 
Aged in 85% French oak, 15% neutral French oak 
 
 
Matt’s notes: 
Bouquet of crème de cassis, black licorice and lifted black fruit jump from the glass. Complex 
touches of mint, cedar and loamy soil. Rose petals and cigar boxes. Bittersweet chocolate. Fresh 
red fruit and blackberry. Chewy and dense sweet black fruit, toasty hints and earthy notes on the 
palate. Supple, dusty tannins act to softly bring the wine to a crescendo of flavor and texture and 
lead to a lengthy finish reminiscent of fresh blackberries. An elegant and soft wine that surprises 
with its complexity and power. 
 
 
Parker’s notes: 
Rating: 94-96 points 
“The 2006 El Desafio de Jonata, a blend of 84% Cabernet Sauvignon, 9% Cabernet Franc, 6% 
Petit Verdot, and 1% Merlot… A beautiful black/purple color is accompanied by stunning aromas 
of crème de cassis, graphite, camphor, and incense. It exhibits tremendous intensity, beautiful 
sweet fruit, full-bodied power as well as purity, and a finish that lasts 45+ seconds. This amazing 
effort is the greatest Cabernet Sauvignon-based wine ever made in the Santa Ynez appellation.” 
 


