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Sam Neill's ideal holiday spot is the part of
New Zealand where he grew up from the
age of seven, writes Angela Saurine

SAM Neill read somewhere once you
can like many places in the world, you
can even love many places, but you
can only be ““in love’’ with one.

Whether that’s true or not, he
knows there’s one place his heart
lifts the moment he arrives —the
Central Otago region on New
Zealand’s South Island.

Neill was born in Northern Ireland.

But his father was a New Zealander
and an army man and when he retired,
when Sam was aged seven, the family
moved back to his homeland.

While the actor grew up in
Dunedin, Neill’s holidays were usually
spent camping, fishing or skiing in the
Central Otago region, where he now
lives for four or five months a year.

In those days it was a 10-hour drive,
but it takes about three now.

When he needs a shot of city life it is
only a three-hour flight to his other
home, Sydney.

‘I think a lot of people’s idea of
paradise is the place they used to go to
for holidays and when you’re lucky
enough to end up living there you
kind of fulfil a childhood dream,”’
Neill says.

In the 1980s, Neill built a house
between the ski and adventure town of
Queenstown and the charming former
gold-rush town of Arrowtown.

Neill, who has starred in

IS

blockbusters such as Jurassic Park and
is now filming the Fox TV series
Alcatraz, also built a winery called Two
Paddocks just down the road at
Alexandria. It produces pinot noir and
a little riesling.

‘“We’re small by any standards — I

think I have 23 acres (9.3ha) of

grapes,’” he says.

““We make about four or five
thousand cases of wine a year, and |

drink a fair few of those myself.

‘It started off as a hobby but now
we really want to be the best.””

While he admits it is hard to find,
the winery has a cellar door and if
you are lucky you will find Neill
there pouring.

““If you ring up first there will be
someone there,”” he says. ¢“I’m there
sometimes myself but I need someone
else to handle the credit-card machine
—it’s a bit beyond me.”

As well as Two Paddocks, he
recommends checking out Rippon
Vineyard at Wanaka, Felton Road
at Cromwell and Peregrine at
Gibbston Valley.

‘I think there’s 80-plus wineries in
Central Otago now —it’s ridiculous,
but great,”” he says.

Neill is also a keen skier, and is
lucky enough to be able to see three
ski fields from his house.

From the front, he can see Coronet
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Peak, from the back the Remarkables,
and to the right is Cardrona.

But even when the snow has melted,
Neill says there is always something to
do in Central Otago.

He loves cycling the rail trail in the
Maniototo and also recommends the
three-day Hollyford Walk or a jetboat
ride on the Dart River.

““That takes you into the most
spectacular of the Lord of the Rings
country,”” he says. ‘I personally fly-
fish, but that’s not for everybody.”’

Neill says the landscape in New
Zealand is different from anything you
will find in Australia and it also has
more culture than you would expect.

““New Zealand is particularly
blessed in the visual arts and art
galleries are always worth checking
out,”” he says.

He recommends the Nadene Milne
gallery in Arrowtown and Milford
Galleries in Queenstown.

As far as restaurants go, he likes a

WINE AND VIEWS: Rippon Vineyard in Wanaka in the Central Otago region of New Zealand, a favourite with actor Sam Neill (below).

little restaurant called Vknow in
Queenstown, which has ¢‘simple, very
delicious’’ food, French restaurant
Solera Vino and the Vie restaurant at
the Sofitel hotel.

¢“The Hilton recently opened in
Queenstown and although I haven’t
been there yet, everyone is talking
about the Wakatipu Grill. That seems
to be the buzz at the moment,”’
he says.

For a high-end dining experience,

Saffron in Arrowtown is the place to go.

““You don’t dress up and they don’t
have ridiculous tablecloths, but Pete is
avery ambitious and accomplished
chef,”’” Neill says.

But the best way to see New
Zealand, Neill says, is to hire a car and
go explore it yourself.

““Get off the tourist trail and it’s
amazing what you’ll find,”” he says.

Check out Sam Neill's blog at
twopaddocks.com
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on board your 7 night cruise

v 2 day Rocky Mountaineer rail journey

v Iconic hotels and resorts including Fairmont,

Marriott and Delta chains
v All must-see sights with local guides
v Many meals including special dining
experiences in select locations
v' Experienced Tour Directors and Drivers
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COMPANION FLY FREE*
18 DAYS FROM $6,395* per person, twin share

Includes: 10 nights superior accommodation
including overnight stay at The Fairmont
Chateau Lake Louise * Cruise the Inside Passage
to Alaska on a 7 night cruise * 38 fine meals
* Visit the Butterfly Gardens in Victoria
* Travel the Icefield Parkway

COMPANION FLY FREE*
26 DAYS FROM $8,745* per person, twin share

Includes: 11 nights superior accommodation
in western Canada & 7 nights in Alaska
* Cruise the Inside Passage to Alaska on
a 7 night cruise * 46 fine meals ¢ Discover
beautiful Banff & Denali National Parks
e Farewell Dinner at Butchart Gardens

COMPANION FLY FREE*
26 DAYS FROM $9,490* per person, twin share

Includes: 10 nights superior accommodation
including 2 night stay at The Fairmont
Le Chéateau Frontenac ¢ Cruise the
Inside Passage to Alaska on a 7 night cruise

* 50 fine meals ¢ Visit the famous Niagara Falls

¢ Cruise the 1,000 Islands
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CALL 1300 206 693
www.travelmarvel.com.au or see your local travel agent
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*Conditions apply. Prices are correct as at 25 July 2011 but may fluctuate due to changes in surcharges, fees & taxes. Offers available until 15 Oct. 2011 unless sold out. Offers are not combinable, available on new bookings only & subject to availability. Offers may
be withdrawn at any time. Flights must be booked by Travelmarvel. A surcharge may apply to payments made with credit card. Companion Fly Free offer is available on all Canada & Alaska tours of 20 days or more (air inclusive duration) starting between Apr. to Sept.
2012. Airport Taxes of $640 pp are included & subject to change. A non-refundable deposit of $3,000 pp is due within 7 days. Both passengers must book flights with Travelmarvel & must travel on the same flight & tour. URBWIV18 based on 2 May 2012, URA26 price
based on 9 May 2012, UTC26 based on 9 May 2012. Limited seats on set departures. Departures from Syd./Mel./Bne./Adl. are based on Air Canada booking class S. Departures from Per. to Vancouver based on Cathy Pacific booking class S. Full payment due 100
days prior to departure. Australian Pacific Touring Pty Lid ABN 44 004 684 619 Lic. No. 30112 TM0454_ST





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (None)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /OK
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages false
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket true
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends false
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails true
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 524288
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 200
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 200
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
  /Description <<
    /ENU (News Limited Acrobat Distiller V6 standard Distiller settings. Revised 17/02/05)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [1200 1200]
  /PageSize [742.677 1065.827]
>> setpagedevice


